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Questioning Capacity:
Making Ethical Healthcare Decisions

Kerry R. Peck, Esq., Managing Partner of Peck Ritchey, LLC

An area of healthcare often encountered but usually not well explained is capacity
and all that it entails. Kerry R. Peck, managing partner of Peck Ritchey, LLC,

will lead a discussion surrounding an individual’s capacity to make decisions. In
addition, he will discuss the ethical issues that arise in decision making and who
can make decisions for someone without the ability to do so themselves. This
discussion will give you information to determine mental capacity and discuss the
laws in place to protect those without the mental capacity to make decisions.

Following this presentation, the participant will be able to:
1. Discuss medical versus legal determination of capacity.

2. lllustrate who makes the decisions when it comes to a person who may or may not
have decisional capacity.

3. Outline the ethical issues that can arise in various stages of decision making for
people with diminished capacity.

*May be subject to certain safety precautions in accordance with the authority having jurisdiction over the community.
Please contact us for details.

The Optimum Life CE series is a pre-recorded webcast. * This program was submitted for approval to the following governing
bodies and their required pre-approval statements listed below. The program is approved for CE credit when presented in the
month listed. « Email cesupport@brookdale.com for more information about contact hours. * This program has been submitted
(but not yet approved) for Continuing Education for 1.0 hour from NAB/NCERS. « This activity is pending approval from the
National Association of Social Workers. ¢ This program has been submitted to The Commission for Case Manager Certification
for approval to provide board certified case managers with 1.0 hour. « Brookdale Senior Living Inc. is recognized by the New York
State Education Department’s State Board for Social Work as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed social
workers #0221. « This course is approved by the Michigan Social Work Continuing Education Collaborative. ¢ This activity has
been submitted to the Ohio Nurses Association for approval to award contact hours. The Ohio Nurses Association is accredited
as an approver of nursing continuing professional development by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on
Accreditation (OBN-001-91).
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